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Tritton Farming Partnership and Brett 
Aggregates (Lowleys Farm Mineral Site) 
Statement of Common Ground

1. Purpose of the Statement of Common Ground

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared to confirm to the Examining 
Authority where agreement has been reached, where agreement has not been reached, and 
any remaining points of discussion between National Grid and Tritton Farming Partnership LLP
(TFP) and Brett Aggregates Limited (Brett) regarding specific issues arising during construction 
and/or operation from the interface between the proposed Norwich to Tilbury Project and Tritton 
Farming Partnership LLP and its members and Brett, known by National Grid as Lowleys Farm 
(Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 1PJ).

This final signed version of the SoCG has been submitted at Examination Deadline 7.

2. Parties to the SoCG

This SoCG has been prepared by National Grid, and Tritton Farming Partnership LLP as 
landowner and Brett Aggregates Limited as quarry developer. Tritton Farming Partnership and 
Brett Aggregates will have regard to any points raised by statutory bodies and other relevant 
interested Parties in respect of the matters covered in the SoCG. Therefore, this version reflects 
the current position of Tritton Farming Partnership and Brett Aggregates Limited but may be 
subject to change following the examination. 

3. Summary of Matters Under Discussion

This SoCG deals with 16 matters in total, of which 2 are agreed, 4 are not agreed and 10 are 
under discussion.

Discussions between the Applicant, Tritton Farming Partnership and Brett Aggregates will 
continue in the build up to the conclusion of examination, detailed design phase, and into 
construction, on the following matters:

SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion

9.1 The extent to which the adopted Scenario B alignment, tower position, tower 
heights and conductor sag may affect the proposed housing development, 
and whether further mitigation can reduce sterilisation once the detailed 
design is confirmed.
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion

9.2 The impact of Scenario B on minerals, woodland, farming and housing,
including the extent of land required within the Order Limits, the extent of any 
Class 8 Reduction Area, the Applicant's proposed contractual undertaking 
regarding future land rights reductions, provision of detailed design 
information, and whether reductions in land ownership requirements and 
Order Limits should be secured before the close of examination.

9.3 The extent of potential mineral sterilisation arising from the final tower 
locations, permanent rights, operational restrictions, construction 
requirements, conductor clearances and tower specifications, together with 
the consequential impact on mineral extraction viability and the information 
required to determine whether those impacts can be avoided or reduced.

9.4 The purpose and extent of land required within plot number F-3/5 for 
construction activities, the interaction with proposed mineral and other 
development uses, and whether the extent of rights sought can be reduced.

9.5 The location and extent of temporary construction access routes, including 
their relationship with the Chelmsford North East Bypass programme, the 
resulting impacts on TFP and Bret
access arrangements could reduce those impacts.

9.6 The location and extent of permanent access rights, including interaction 
with the Chelmsford North East Bypass, potential impacts on future land use 
and mineral extraction, and whether alternative routes could reduce 
sterilisation. 

9.7 The alignment and operational suitability of temporary access arrangements
to TB128, including topographical constraints and impacts on mineral 
extraction, farming and associated land uses. 

9.8 The location of permanent access to TB128, including potential impacts on 
the farmyard, listed building setting, future development plans and land 
sterilisation, and whether an alternative route can be agreed. 

9.9 The extent to which construction activities, haul roads and traffic 
management measures may affect farming and shooting operations, 
including land severance. Crossing arrangements, shared access provisions 
and any closures affecting Goodman Lane.

9.10 Ongoing discussion of site specific requirements and mitigation measures for 
inclusion within the Landowner Interface Requests and Actions Register, 
Heads of Terms for an Option to Easement and Code of Construction 
Practice and related securing mechanisms. 
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4. Background

4.1 Description of the Project/Development

voltage electricity transmission network throughout England and Wales. The transmission 
network connects the power from where it is generated to the regional Distribution Network 
Operators who then supply businesses and homes.

National Grid holds the Transmission Licence for England and Wales, and its statutory duty is to 
develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical system of electricity 
transmission and to facilitate competition in the generation and supply of electricity, as set out in 
the Electricity Act 1989.

generation in East Anglia and by reinforcing the transmission network.

The Project comprises reinforcement of the transmission network between the existing Norwich 
Main Substation in Norfolk and Tilbury Substation in Essex, via Bramford Substation, the new 
East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation and the new Tilbury North Substation.

The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), and National Grid is seeking 
development consent under statutory procedures set by government. NSIPs are projects of 
certain types, over a certain size, which are considered by the government to be of national 
importance, hence permission to build them needs to be given at a national level, by the 
relevant Secretary of State (in this case the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net 
Zero). Instead of applying to the local authority for planning permission, the developer must 
apply to the Planning Inspectorate for a Development Consent Order (DCO) that would grant 
development consent.

National Grid has submitted an application for development consent to the Planning 
Inspectorate. The Examining Authority (consisting of five examining inspectors), after a period of 
public examination, will make their recommendation to the Secretary of State for Energy 
Security and Net Zero, who in turn will decide on whether development consent should be 
granted for the Project.

The Project is identified as critical to delivering a network which supports the clean power 
pathways for 2030 delivery.

The Planning Act 2008 places duties on National Grid as the DCO applicant to consult with 
prescribed or affected persons as well as to take account of responses to consultation and 
publicity. In accordance with these statutory requirements, National Grid has undertaken two 
non-statutory and one statutory consultation to inform its proposals, with further targeted 
consultations.

The Project is identified as critical to delivering a network which supports the clean power 
pathways for 2030 delivery. 
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5. Stakeholder Role

Tritton Farming Partnership LLP and its members, have legal interests that have the potential to 
interact with the Norwich to Tilbury proposals. This has been identified as Lowleys Farm, 
Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 1PJ. Brett Aggregates Limited (Brett) has an interest in a mineral 

design for a significant extraction scheme at this location.

National Grid is seeking to ensure that the interests of all parties and how they may be affected 
by the interaction are understood. From this position the aim is for the parties to agree actions to 
avoid or reduce the implications and for any remedial measures to be agreed. On this basis we 
seek the input from Tritton Farming Partnership LLP to demonstrate how their interests may be 
affected, how Tritton Farming Partnership LLP or National Grid and its contractors can 
collectively reduce those effects and input to agree the implementation of such measures. 

Brett Aggregates Limited states that the quarry design is well advanced with the site being 
subject to an environmental appraisal and has been promoted for extraction as a candidate site 
to the Esses MLP since 2019. On allocation in the MLP (expected to be confirmed summer
2026) a planning application will be prepared and submitted as soon as possible. The intended 
timings of extraction would be 2028 subject to planning timescales.

6. Engagement to Date

TFP and Brett to date, and the evolution of 

Non-statutory consultation April-June 2022 (graduated swathe) 

Non-statutory consultation June August 2023 (draft alignment)

Statutory consultation April July 2024

Landowner consultation June July 2025

Meeting Dates: 14th November 2025, 19th February 2026, 24th April 2026,17 June 2026

The parties continue to engage through email correspondence in relation to the matters 
described in this Statement of Common Ground.

7. Compensation and Reservation of Rights 

Nothing in this Statement of Common Ground shall be construed as:

(a) agreement on the extent of any loss, damage, injurious affection, disturbance or other 
compensatable claim;

(b) a waiver, limitation or compromise of any entitlement to compensation under the Planning 
Act 2008, the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965, the Land Compensation Acts, the Compensation 
Code or otherwise at law;

(c) agreement that the Applicant has adopted the least impactful design solution; or

(d) agreement that any proposed mitigation fully addresses the effects of the Project on the 
interests of Tritton Farming Partnership LLP or Brett Aggregates Limited.
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Figure 1 Adopted Scenario B of the Project in the vicinity of Lowleys Farm
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11. Signatures

This Statement of Common Ground is agreed upon by the undersigned parties:

For Na

Name:

Position:

Date:

For Trit

Name:

Position:

Date:

For Brett Aggregate Limited

Name:

Position:

Date:
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